[Maxillary osteotomy by the Le Fort I technic--a wide spectrum of indications for correcting different skeletal dysgnathias].
The osteotomy of the maxilla using the Le Fort I technique, today routinely performed in the down-fracture-technique, has changed surgical corrections of dentofacial deformities fundamentally. It offers a three-dimensional correction of the maxilla and also of the whole facial skull. Furthermore the upper dental arch can be expanded, intruded and shortened using a sagittal or transversal osteotomy in addition to a complete transposition of the maxilla. Planning of a maxillary osteotomy is performed under consideration of the clinical situation, the casts and the lateral cephalogram. The mandible must be considered at an early stage of the preoperative planning, since the mandible will follow all transpositions of the maxilla by rotating with the TMJ. Only by performing a simultaneous osteotomy of the mandible, a broad spectrum of indications for maxillary osteotomy will result and practically every desired profile of the lower third of the face can be achieved using combined maxillary and mandibular osteotomies.